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Cold snaps aren’t just unpleasant for driving, they’re costing you money, too.  DARREN STONE, TIMES COLONIST

How the winter cold is costing you money
LARRY PRINTZ
Tribune News Service

As those who endured the recent cold snap can tell
you, the cold and snow and ice made driving not
only unpleasant, but also dangerous. Beyond that,
there’s another reality some may have noticed:
Winter weather makes it more costly to drive.

The U.S. Department of Energy says that a short
drive across town when it’s -7 C or colder dimin-
ishes your vehicle’s fuel economy by 12 per cent
compared with the same trip taken when it’s 25 C.
And if the trip is exceptionally short, say five or six
kilometres, fuel economy drops as much as 22 per
cent.

If you have a gas-electric hybrid, it’s even worse,
with fuel efficiency declining by up to 34 per cent.
That’s because lower speeds are controlled by elec-
tric motors, not the gas engine, and thus it takes
longer for the gas engine to warm up. Not only that,
but battery performance decreases in cold weather,
making it harder for your alternator to keep the
battery charged. This also affects the performance
of the regenerative braking system on hybrids, and
shortens the overall driving range of electric vehi-
cles.

And while this inconvenient truth gives you one
more reason to despise winter, you may also won-
der why it happens.

As the temperature tumbles, gasoline thickens
and the air becomes denser. This less-than-optimal
fuel-air mixture causes your car to consume more
gasoline until the engine and its fluids warm up to
its most efficient operating temperature.

“Well,” perhaps you say, “I have a heated
garage.”

OK, that helps since it probably takes your car
less time to warm up. But winter blends of gasoline
also have slightly less energy per gallon than sum-
mer blends, so you’ll still guzzle more gas for your
vehicle to perform as efficiently as it will six
months from now. And if the fuel doesn’t get you,
the air will. Since colder air is denser, it not only
increases aerodynamic drag on your vehicle, it also
lowers your vehicle’s tire pressure. As tires
become under-inflated, rolling resistance increases,
which in turn requires your car or truck to use
more power to overcome it.

And, if it snows again, you have another culprit
sabotaging fuel efficiency.

Icy or snow-covered roads not only decrease
your tires’ grip on the road, causing your car to use
more energy to provide grip, but they also typically
lower driving speeds, usually below 65 km/h, where
your vehicle is less fuel-efficient. And snow adds
weight, requiring more fuel to overcome it. And so
it pays to completely clean snow and ice off your
car, truck or van. Also, clear your vehicle’s front air
intake to ensure that the engine runs efficiently.
Finally, if your vehicle has four-wheel drive and
you don’t have to use it, don’t. Engaging four-wheel
drive devours more fuel.

Of course, there are other things you can do to
ensure your car runs as efficiently as possible in
cold weather.

While you might be tempted to warm your car
by letting it idle, auto manufacturers suggest doing
this for no more than 30 seconds. Why? First of all,
the engine warms up faster when it’s being driven.
Secondly, idling returns a fuel economy rating of
zero mpg.

However, this doesn’t apply to a plug-in hybrid
or electric vehicle. On those vehicles, preheating
the cabin while they’re plugged into a charger can
extend the vehicle’s range. Also, using the seat
warmers instead of the cabin heater can save
energy and extend range.

Be sure to check your tire pressure regularly,
especially after a significant drop in temperature.
And make sure that you’re using the correct type of
oil recommended by the manufacturer for cold-
weather driving.

Also, removing excess items from the interior
that you don’t need or use, as well as any exterior
accessories, such as bike racks, will lighten your
vehicle’s load, lessen weight and wind resistance,
and save fuel.

Finally, it’s always a good idea to combine trips,
especially in the winter. Doing this ensures that
you’re not driving with a cold engine. And, although
this seems obvious, park your vehicle in a warm
garage if possible, or in a sunny spot. This helps
increase the initial temperature of the engine and
cabin.

You don’t have to like winter, but you have to
love beating old man winter’s ice-cold grip on your
wallet.

AUSTIN, Texas — IndyCar drivers are watching
Canadian Robert Wickens’ determined recovery
from a horrific crash last season and cheering him
on in hopes he will be able to return to racing.

Wickens, from Guelph, Ont., suffered a spinal
cord injury in a crash last August at Pocono Race-
way. He has been updating his
recovery with videos on social
media during his rehabilita-
tion. Wickens has vowed to
return to racing.

“I firmly believe he will do
it,” said James Hinchcliffe,
Wickens’ Arrow Schmidt
Peterson Motorsport team-
mate and a fellow Canadian.
“He’s driven as all get out. He’s
pushing himself harder than
he probably should be. We are
excited to see him back on the racetrack as soon as
possible.”

Arrow Schmidt Peterson Motorsports has a two-
car driver lineup this season with Hinchcliffe and
new driver Marcus Ericsson, though the team has
made it clear a seat is available should Wickens
return this season.

Wickens’ car sailed into the fence at Pocono and
he suffered a thoracic spinal fracture, spinal cord
injury, neck fracture, tibia and fibula fractures to
both legs, fractures in both hands, a fractured right
forearm, a fractured elbow, four fractured ribs and
a pulmonary contusion.

Hinchcliffe survived a violent crash in 2015
when he was impaled by a piece of his car’s suspen-
sion when his car broke apart in a practice session
at Indianapolis Motor Speedway. He said that crash
and Wickens’ crash never made him second-guess
his decision to race.

“We’re wired differently. We’re wired wrong. It
never once made me pause and consider my own
career,” Hinchcliffe said. — The Associated Press
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